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Contingency minute 

 

April 3, 2020 

 

Overview 

 

The Government reported 373 new cases, for a total of 3,404, and 2 new deaths. With 

this, the total number of coronavirus deaths nationwide is 18. There are 200 hospitalized 

patients, of which 168 are connected to a mechanical ventilator. Currently there are 94 

sanitary customs offices implemented in the country, sanitary cordons and 14 communes 

under mandatory quarantine.  

 

● Extension of measures: 30 days after the first case in Chile, Health Minister Jaime 

Mañalich announced the extension of the total quarantine for Temuco and Padre Las 

Casas until April 11. El ministro Mañalich informó que se espera en junio un segundo peak 

del brote de la enfermedad, para lo cual la estrategia del Gobierno busca evitar un colapso 

en el sistema de salud. Entre las nuevas medidas para las zonas en cuarentena están, 

también, que se reduce de 24 a 12 horas la validez del permiso para asistir a horas 

médicas; se otorgarán solo dos permisos a la semana para compras de supermercados, 

farmacias y pago de cuentas, pensiones u otros, y dos veces al día para paseo de 

mascotas; las personas con espectro autista u otra discapacidad mental con certificado y 

un acompañante tendrán dos horas de libre tránsito al día. In addition, a two-hour permit 

is added, twice a week, to attend or supply food to adult family members over 80 years of 

age, among others. 

 

● Controversy over pardons: In response to criticism from pro-government 

parliamentarians concerning the project for a commutative pardon, the Minister of 

Justice, Hernán Larraín, announced that he would give urgency to the Humanitarian Law 

project, which seeks to allow elderly prisoners to have access to alternative measures for 

serving their sentences. He also announced the introduction of a veto to the commutative 

pardon bill, in order to replace articles that were excluded from the final version of the 

bill. 

 

● Statements of the President of the Central Bank: in an Icare virtual seminar, Mario 

Marcel stated that economic recovery will depend on the institutional management of the 
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social crisis. Thus, he gave a cautious note to the predictions of the Monetary Policy 

Report, which estimated a growth of between 3.75% and 4.75% for 2021. 

 

● Criteria Survey: in its first report since the beginning of the health crisis, the Criteria 

Research survey showed strong support for the mayors and the Medical Association, the 

best evaluated actors in the pandemic scenario. As for the assessment of President 

Piñera's performance, his disapproval remained at 80% and his approval rose by one 

percentage point to 15%. Regarding the presidential race, Mayor Joaquín Lavín leads the 

preferences (18%), followed by Daniel Jadue (9%), José Antonio Kast and Beatriz Sánchez 

(8%). 

 

● Ipsa recovers: in a day marked by the historic rise in oil prices, the Ipsa rose 4.03%, 

outstanding among the main world stock indices. 

 

● Today begins the Telethon: after a long postponement, today at 22:00 the Telethon 

begins, with Don Francisco hosting from his home. The donation procedure will be fully 

online considering the health situation in the country. In addition, it will be performed in 

two days, the first until 02:00 hours tomorrow. Then, there will be a major children's 

matinee, to restart the transmissions at 21:00 hours and end the day at 02:00 hours on 

Sunday. 

 

● Coronavirus in the world: according to the World Health Organization, as of yesterday 

there were 896,450 (72,839 new) and 45,525 deaths (4,923 new). However, according to 

Johns Hopkins University, those infected with Covid-19 worldwide exceeded one million 

people (1,015,709 cases), with 53,146 deaths. The United States leads the world in the 

number of cases of infection with 245,540 cases (twice as many as Italy), while Italy 

remains the nation with the highest number of deaths, with 13,915. In the United States, 

New York has been the most affected state, with over 85,000 cases. In Latin America, 

Brazil is the country where most people have died from the disease, with 327 deaths.  

 

Daily agenda and activities 

 

● At 08:30 hours the Minister of Agriculture, Antonio Walker, will hold a meeting with 

leaders of Fechipan, Chilepan, the Association of Central Millers, the Association of 

Northern Millers and the Association of Southern Millers to analyze the situation of wheat 

and bread given the contingency by the Covid-19. 
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● At 9:00 am, the Chilean American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham) will hold a virtual 

seminar entitled "Emergency Economic Plan: Aid Measures for the Private Sector". It will 

be attended by AmCham president Sandra Guazzoti, Finance Ministry tax policy 

coordinator Manuel Alcalde, Deloitte Tax & Legal lead partner Hugo Hurtado, BCI chief 

economist Sergio Lehmann and the economist Andrea Repetto. 

 

● At 11:00 a.m. a new session of the Social Table for Health will be held in La Moneda. 

 

● At the same time, the Federation of Metro Unions will hold a manifestation demanding 

concrete measures " in response to cases of dismissals and salary reductions". 

 

● At 1 p.m., ECLAC will present the report "Latin America and the Caribbean in the face of 

the Covid-19 pandemic: economic and social effects" through a virtual conference.  

 

Legislative activity 

 

Senate 

 

● No legislative activity cited in the Senate. 

 

Chamber of Deputies 

 

● There is no legislative activity cited in the Chamber. 
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